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Introduction

process whereby the various pressures for
educational change are translated into

Educational policy-making appears as a

formal governmental expression. The degree

of control over educational practice varies
from country to country. On the one hand,
power may be concentrated in a central state
and, on the other hand, there are countries
which have a tradition of local autonomy in
education.

The Greek system is highly centralised. Cen-
tral government, through the Ministry of Edu-
cation and its departments, formulate§ and
adopts education policy. Formulation of educa-
tion policies in Greece has been very much
affected by tradition. This tradition is connec-
ted with patterns of classicism and nationalism
over a long period of Greek history. These his-
torical roots of traditional attitudes in the Greek
education system have had a strong influence
on the curriculum which still contains a classical
bias and falls short of harmonising educational
with social and economic development aims.
The main point of this study will be to identify
the style and character of Greek educational
politics. In discussing state curriculum plan-
ning, this paper will try to provide a systematic
analysis of educational administration in
Greece as well as the role of politics. More
specifically, by examining the politics of curric-
ulum control, the analysis will focus on the role
of the state in defending the traditional curricu-
lum or supporting a new one.

The Greek Educational System in
Historical Context

Since the establishment of the independent
Greek state in 1828, the educational system has
adopted the values of Greek humanism, which
are based on Christian Orthodox ideas and on
the principles of the Ancient Greek civilisation
OECD, 1982, p. 8). Attachment to these tradi-
tions was very important for the new state since
it wished to preserve links with the nation’s
glorious past and to develop a cultural con-
science and national identity among the Greek
people.

The history of the education system, on the
other hand, is marked by constant demands
for reform. As such, it has accepted severe



